Parliamentary Government in England
Mr. Asquith was a member for little less than fifty years,
and that Mr. Lloyd George has passed more than half his
life there; that though Mr. Baldwin slipped into great
place, as it were, by accident, he had been a member
of Parliament, at the time of his first Premiership,
for fifteen years, and that, with a brief interlude, Mr,
MacDonald at the same period had been a member
for eighteeit years; will realize, from these among many
instances, their import. Few people can live long periods
of their lives amid great events without getting something
of their "feel." They are introduced to the environment
of successful administration. They learn the team-work,
the discretion, the vital habit of action after reflection,
that it involves. They learn, too, what is fundamental,
that the business of direction in a system of discussion
means not merely the issue of orders, but the issue which
will have to be defended against public criticism. On the
whole, the earlier they are accustomed to this environ-
ment, the greater is the chance that they will become
successful in mastering it. That is why, on the whole, a
young aristocrat is likely to be a better minister than a
business man who enters the House of Commons for the
first time in middle age. That is why, also, on the Labour
side, an elderly trade union official will rarely—there are
notable exceptions—make a successful House of Com-
mons man. As a rule, to have served a long apprenticeship
to an alternative vocation breeds habitations too different
from those required by the service of politics.
To the operation of this trust, also, it is, I think,
generally true to say that the parliamentary Opposition
must be strong'enough, both in numbers and in quality,
to put the Government on its mettle. Strong enough in
numbers for several reasons. A House in which the
Opposition is small tends to become slack in its habits.
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